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he held her hand and got her to the car. The Supreme Court on Monday ordered the city of Detroit
to release the surveillance footage from inside the police van involved in the 2013 shooting death
of teenager Laquan McDonald, a key moment in the case against Officer Jason Stockley. The high
court declined to hear an appeal from Stockley in the death of McDonald, who was shot 16 times
after running from officers in a parking lot in November of 2014. The city released the video six
months ago, but there had been no decision in the case until Monday. The city had argued that it
should be allowed to keep the footage under a rarely used state law that was passed in 2014.
Attorney General Dana Nessel, an opponent of the law, said she was gratified that the Supreme
Court had rejected it. "I'm so glad that the Supreme Court didn't succumb to the big-money forces
that tried to buy this case and prevent the public from seeing these videos," she said. Stockley was
acquitted in August, but prosecutors had appealed the decision on several grounds, including that
the evidence was public. Three days after the killing, Stockley's lawyer gave the officer's side of
the story to reporters, saying the officer was angry when he confronted McDonald and believed he
was reaching into the officer's vehicle for a gun. "He was enraged when he saw the individual
reaching into the vehicle," defense attorney Jerry L. Fishel Jr. said at the time. Fishel was among
the more than 100 people who packed the courtroom for the Supreme Court arguments. He said
he hoped the footage would lead to some good. "The mere fact that the video was taken is what
gives people hope that justice will be done," he said. "It's sort of like a bookend to the whole thing
— the video will show that people will be held accountable." The footage had been sealed by a
federal judge until this year, when the city of Detroit obtained a court order to release it. The city
released it within days after a U.S. appeals court ruled that the judge had erred in not granting the
city's motion. The footage was taken by the police dashboard camera as Stockley and his partner
pulled over McDonald. The teens were going on a joy ride that led to a confrontation at a fast-food
restaurant. Police said Stockley saw McDonald reach f988f36e3a
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